
P l a n n i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y                

1.  What is our purpose? 

1a) To inquire into the following: 

●   transdisciplinary theme 

How we organize ourselves 

A n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s  o f  h u m a n  m a d e  s y s t e m s  a n d  

c o m m u n i t i e s ;  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ;  s o c i e t a l  d e c i s i o n  

­ m a k i n g  economic activities, and their impact on humankind and the 

environment. 

●   central idea 

T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a f f e c t s  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y .  

 

C l a s s / g r a d e :  4 th    A g e  g r o u p :   9 - 1 0    

S c h o o l :   P o e  E l e m e n t a r y   S c h o o l  c o d e :  4 9 4 9 7  

T i t l e :   G l o b a l  F i n a n c e   

T e a c h e r ( s ) :  L a u r e n  B a l d w i n ,  E l i z a b e t h  F i n c h ,  L a u r a  G o n z a l e z ,  T r o y  H a l l ,   

M a r y  H a d e n  H a r r i s ,  E m i l y  H a r t z o g  

D a t e :  M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 1 - A p r i l  9 ,  2 0 2 1  

P r o p o s e d  d u r a t i o n :    4  w e e k s  ( S p r i n g  B r e a k  w e e k  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d )   

 

 



1b) Summative assessment task(s): 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  o f  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t s ’  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

i d e a ?  W h a t  e v i d e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d  a c t i o n s ,  w i l l  w e  l o o k  f o r ?  

 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  a c t i o n  p l a n .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  a  p r o d u c t  t h a t  u s e s  a  

l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  l i k e  w a t e r  o r  w o o d .  T h e y  w i l l  t h i n k  o f  a  w a y  t o  m a i n t a i n /  p r o d u c e  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e .   

 

1 -  I d e n t i f y  p r o d u c t  

2 -  D e t e r m i n e  r e s o u r c e s  u s e d  t o  p r o d u c e  p r o d u c t .  

3 .  I d e n t i f y  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e .   

4 .  F i n d  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  s a m e  p r o d u c t .   

5 .  A c t i o n  p l a n  o f  w h a t  w a s  c h o s e n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e .  D e t a i l  t h e  

a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  r e p l a c e  w i t h o u t  d e g r a d i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  a n d  a  

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  o f  t h e i r  n e w  p r o d u c t  a n d  h o w  e f f e c t i v e  t h e y  t h i n k  

t h e i r  p r o d u c t  w i l l  b e .   

P r o d u c t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  /  5  p t s  

R e s o u r c e s  u s e d  a r e  l i s t e d  /  1 0  p t s  

L i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  /  1 0  p t s   

A l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  i s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  c o m p l e t e  s e n t e n c e s .   

/  2 5  p t s   

A c t i o n  p l a n  o f  w h a t  w a s  c h o s e n  t o  

r e p l a c e  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e .  D e t a i l  

t h e  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  r e p l a c e  w i t h o u t  

d e g r a d i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  

a n d  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o s  a n d  c o n s  

o f  t h e i r  n e w  p r o d u c t  a n d  h o w  

e f f e c t i v e  t h e y  t h i n k  t h e i r  p r o d u c t  w i l l  

b e .  

/  5 0  p t s  

 

 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  k e y  c o n c e p t s  ( f o r m ,  f u n c t i o n ,  c a u s a t i o n ,  c h a n g e ,  c o n n e c t i o n ,  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n )  t o  b e  e m p h a s i z e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

K e y  C o n c e p t s :   F u n c t i o n ,  C o n n e c t i o n ,  F o r m   

R e l a t e d  C o n c e p t s :   I n t e r d e p e n d e c e ,  C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  S t r u c t u r e   

 

W h a t  l i n e s  o f  i n q u i r y  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a ?  

● connection within the global economy  

● how supply and demand effects suppliers, goods, services, and prices 

● making informed choices about limited resources 

W h a t  t e a c h e r  q u e s t i o n s / p r o v o c a t i o n s  w i l l  d r i v e  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s ?  

H o w  d o  w e  m a k e  c h o i c e s ?  

W h a t  a r e  t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o  s h a r e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ?  

W h a t  i s  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d ?  

H o w  c a n  w e  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  i n  a  m a r k e t  e c o n o m y ?  

W h a t  i s  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  g o o d  a n d  a  s e r v i c e ?  

W h e r e  d o  w e  g e t  o u r  p r o d u c t s  f r o m ?  
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P l a n n i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y  

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  o f  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t s ’  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s ?   W h a t  

e v i d e n c e  w i l l  w e  l o o k  f o r ?  

T e a c h e r s  p r e s e n t  l e s s o n  ( P o w e r P o i n t )  t h a t  d e f i n e s  e a c h  w o r d  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a ,  

“ T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a f f e c t s  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y . ”  T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  

i n t e r a c t  v i a  P e a r D e c k  d e s c r i b i n g  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w  a b o u t  e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t e r m s :  

a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y .  T e a c h e r s  c a n  r e c o v e r  a n d  l i s t  o n  

a n c h o r  c h a r t  a n d  o n  H U B .  

W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  o f  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  l i n e s  

o f  i n q u i r y ?   W h a t  e v i d e n c e  w i l l  w e  l o o k  f o r ?   

L O I  # 1  –  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  t r a c e  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g o o d  o r  s e r v i c e ,  l i s t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  o r  

c o u n t r i e s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  h o w  i t  c a m e  t o  t h e m .  

L O I  # 2  –  S t u d e n t s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  r e p o r t  b a c k  t o  c l a s s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  h o w  s u p p l y  a n d  

d e m a n d  e f f e c t s  s u p p l i e r s ,  g o o d s ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d  p r i c e s .  

L O I  # 3  -   S t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

h o w  t o  m a k e  i n f o r m e d  c h o i c e s .  

E x i t  t i c k e t s  →   s t u d e n t s  w i l l  w r i t e  w h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a  g o o d  a n d  a  s e r v i c e  

i s ,  h o w  a r e  p r i c e s  s e t  f o r  a  g o o d / s e r v i c e ,   K W L ,  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n   

4.  How best might we learn? 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d / o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  

e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e  d r i v i n g  

q u e s t i o n s ?  

 L O I  # 1 :  R e s e a r c h  t h e  p r o d u c t s  i m p o r t e d  a n d  e x p o r t e d  i n  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c h o o s e  a  p r o d u c t  t o  r e s e a r c h  u s i n g  a  g r a p h i c  r e s e a r c h  

o r g a n i z e r  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  m a r k e t  t h a t  p r o d u c t  i s  a i m e d  t o w a r d ,  

a n d  h o w  t h e  p r o d u c t  g e t s  t o  m a r k e t .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  p h y s i c a l  o r  a  v i s u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t .  W h e n  

f i n i s h e d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t h r o u g h  a  v i r t u a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  g a l l e r y  w a l k .  

L O I  #  2 :  D i s c u s s  e x a m p l e s  o f  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  t h r o u g h  e x a m p l e s  t h a t  o f  e v e r y d a y  

p r o d u c t s .  T e a c h e r  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  a  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  a n c h o r  c h a r t  

i l l u s t r a t i n g  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  p r o c e s s .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c o m p l e t e  s u p p l y  a n d  d e m a n d  

g r a p h i c  o r g a n i z e r .  

L O I  #  3  D i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h o w  n e e d s  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  m u s t  h a v e  f o r  

s u r v i v a l  s u c h  a s  f o o d  a n d  s h e l t e r  w h i l e  w a n t s  a r e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

h a v e  ,  b u t  y o u  c o u l d  d o  w i t h o u t .  B e  c a r e f u l  t o  e x a m i n e  o v e r l a p s .  A f t e r  c l a s s  

d i s c u s s i o n  a s k  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  m a k e  l i s t  o f  w a n t s ,  n e e d s ,  a n d  t h e  o v e r l a p .  C o m p l e t e  

a  w a n t s  a n d  n e e d s  w o r k s h e e t .  

A s k  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d r a w  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  f o u r  k i n d s  o f  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  w h i c h  a r e  

t o g e t h e r  i n  a  c l a s s  d i s p l a y  e n t i t l e d  h o w  p e o p l e  m a k e  d e c i s i o n s .  A s k  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  

w r i t e  a b o u t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  w a s  f o r c e d  t o  m a k e  a  b i g  p u r c h a s e d  i n v o l v i n g  

m o n e y .  S t u d e n t s  c o u l d  t h e n  d i s c u s s  w i t h  t h e i r  g r o u p  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  w a y s  t h e y  m a k e  

d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  t o  s p e n d  m o n e y .  

 

W h a t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i l l  o c c u r  f o r  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f o r  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e ?    

R e s e a r c h :  a n  i t e m  t h a t  h a s  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  w h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  l i m i t e d  a n d  h o w  i t  

e f f e c t s  t h e  g l o b a l  m a r k e t  i f  t h a t  r e s o u r c e s  i s  r e m o v e d  o r  l i m i t e d .  C o m m u n i c a t e  h o w  

w e l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  i n  a n  e f f e c t i v e  w a y .   



Unit 12 science- consumers and producers/ food webs 

Great depression/ oil/ spindle top/ 

Literacy nonfiction/ informational/ expository 
 

T h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e  a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  

d e v e l o p  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a t t r i b u t e s :    

A t t i t u d e s :  C u r i o s i t y ,  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  E n t h u s i a s m ,  a n d  A p p r e c i a t i o n   

L e a r n e r  P r o f i l e :  K n o w l e d g e a b l e ,  T h i n k e r ,  I n q u i r e r ,  C o m m u n i c a t o r .  



  

 

5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

W h a t  p e o p l e ,  p l a c e s ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e ,  e t c ,  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e ?  

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = P Q 6 K A v P e c t U  ( B i z  K i d s )  g o o d  f o r  m o n e y ,  m o n e y  c h o i c e s ,  f i n a n c e s  

H o w  I t ’ s  M a d e :  P e n c i l s  h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = 8 8 w M 2 2 q 5 c d 8  o r  h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? v = z Z H p 1 f G d A W E  

W h a t  i s  M o n e y ?  M y  M o n e y  C h o i c e s ?  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  B i g  B u s i n e s s  G o o g l e ,  B i g  B u s i n e s s  A p p l e    

B r a i n  P o p :  S u p p l y  a n d  D e m a n d ,  D i s c o v e r y  E d u c a t i o n   

H o w  w i l l  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d / o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b e  u s e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

S t u d e n t s  c a n  s e a r c h  b u s i n e s s e s  a n d  i n t e r v i e w  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s .    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PQ6KAvPectU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88wM22q5cd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zZHp1fGdAWE
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R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  i n q u i r y  

6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

A s s e s s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s ’  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a .  T h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  a l l  t e a c h e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

p l a n n i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d .  

➢ T h e  s t u d e n t s  l o o k  i n t o  h o w  t h e  i t e m  f r o m  T  s u m m a t i v e  a f f e c t s  t h e  l o c a l  

a n d  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y .  

H o w  y o u  c o u l d  i m p r o v e  o n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  t a s k ( s )  s o  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  a  m o r e  

a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a .  

➢ A d d  a  r u b r i c  a n d  c r e a t e  a n  e x a m p l e  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  h o w  i t  c o u l d  c h a n g e  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  i t e m  o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  i t e m .   

 

W h a t  w a s  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  a n d  

t h e  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  t h e m e ?  

➢ T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  c h e a p e r  t o  u s e  

a  c e r t a i n  i t e m  i n s t e a d  o f  a  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e .  

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  s t u d e n t s  t o :  

• demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills? 

• develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

• In each case, explain your selection. demonstrate the learning and application of 
particular transdisciplinary skills? 

• develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

• develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn?” 

Thinking Skills – making connections with global economy, what makes a resource 
limited, how to make informed choices 

Research Skills – Tracing a  good or service from one side of the globe to the other; 
researching limited resources,  

Key Concepts: Through Form, Function and Connection, the learner was able to 
identify what a global economy is, its parts,  determine its cause, and how its global 
connections.     

 

• develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes? 

In each case, explain your selection. 

. .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y  i m p a c t s  o u r  w o r l d .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  

i d e n t i f y  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  u s e  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  l i k e  w a t e r .   

 

A t t r i b u t e s -  p r i n c i p l e d  a n d  b a l a n c e d  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s h o w  p r i n c i p l e d  s k i l l s  b y  m a k i n g  c h o i c e s  a s  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  c o n s u m e r .   

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  s h o w  b a l a n c e  a s  t h e y  m a k e  p u r c h a s e s  a s  a  c o n s u m e r  a n d  h o w  t h e y  

u s e  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  w i s e l y  t h r o u g h  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r  r e c y c l i n g .    
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R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  i n q u i r y  

8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

R e c o r d  a  r a n g e  o f  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  s t u d e n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  a n y  

t h a t  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  

H o w  d o e s  a  b a n k  h o l d  m o n e y ?   

W h y  d o n ’ t  w e  s t i l l  u s e  b a r t e r  t o d a y ?  

H o w  c a n  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  b e  r a w  g o o d s ?   

S t u d e n t s  r e a l i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s a v i n g  m o n e y  a n d  h o w  e c o n o m y  a f f e c t s  t h e i r  

o w n  l i f e .  F o c u s  o n  v o c a b u l a r y  u s e d  i n  f i n a n c i a l  l i t e r a c y  m a t h  u n i t .   

  

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning? 

S t u d e n t s  c r e a t e d  t h e i r  o w n  b u s i n e s s e s .  T h e y  f o c u s e d  o n  v a r i a b l e  a n d  f i x e d  

e x p e n s e s .   T h e y  c a l c u l a t e d  p r o f i t .   

 9.  Teacher notes 

Students started having appreciation for what they have, who they are, and 
each other.  

2018 

• P o s s i b l y  h a v e   a  c l a s s  s e t  o f  Lawn Boy  b y  G a r y  P a u l s e n   

• T e a c h e r  s e t  o f :  Lemonade War: J a c q u i n e  D a v i s   

                            Lunch Money :  A n d r e w  C l e m e n t s   

                            Lawn Boy Returns :  G a r y  P a u l s e n   

• U s e  r e s o u r c e s  s u c h  a s :   

V a u l t  ( F i n a n c i a l  L i t e r a c y  C o m p u t e r  P r o g r a m )  ( E v e r f i )   

• F i n a n c i a l  L i t e r a c y  U n i t  i n  M a t h   

 

• I n c o r p o r a t e  a  r u b r i c  t h a t  h a s  p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  s u m m a t i v e .   

 

• T i e  i n  w i t h  F i n e  A r t s  U n i t  O f  I n q u i r y  ( H o w  W e  E x p r e s s  O u r s e l v e s )  1 / 1 6  

 

• L i b r a r i a n  L e s s o n s  R e s e a r c h  T E K S  1 / 1 6  

 

U s e  W a t e r  W i s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s .  M A K E  s u r e  t h i s  P O I  i s  

d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  

 

2 0 1 9 / 2 0 2 0   

W e  w e r e  l e a r n i n g  v i r t u a l l y  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  S t u d e n t s  c r e a t e d  s i m p l e  i n n o v a t i o n s  o u t  o f  

r e c y c l e d  i t e m s  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  s u c h  a s  a  p e n c i l  c u p  o u t  o f  r e c y c l e d  p l a s t i c .  
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